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Box No. I Basis of the report 



□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language English 

which IS language ofa translation furnished for the purpose o£ s s s ongusn , 

□ interaational search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ 

publication of the international application (under Rule 12,4) 
13 international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

hSri^.£SLSn^°^*' ^"'•^^ti^^^^PPW'fion. ti^is report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
^a^no11::^TtL £^^: "'^"'"^ " '^'^^ '« « "crigMfy filed- 

n The international application as originally filed/funushed 
13 the description: 

P^g®s 1.11 , as originally filed/furnished 



_ received by this Authority on 
received by tiiis Authority on 



-?:12 , , as originally filed/fiimished 

, as amended (together with any statement) under Article 1 9 



_received by this Authority on 1 1 March 2004 (1 L03,2004) 

_ received by ttiis Authority on 



the drawings: 

P^Ses 1/3-3/3 

P^^^ . received by this Authority on 

^^^^ — received by this Authority on 



as originally filed/fiimished 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 



□ 

the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ 

flie sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



□ 

the description, pages 

□ 

tile claims, Nos 



□ 

tiie drawings, sheets/figs _ 

□ tiie sequence listing f^ec(/9{;: 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (speedy): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. ' 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-10 



1-10 



1-10 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

1. This report makes reference to the following document 
Dl: US -A- 5 692 667 (CHI WILLIAM H N) 2 December 
1997 (1997-12-02) . 



2.1. The expression "motinting" used in claim 1 is unclear 
and leaves the reader uncertain as to the meaning of the 
technical feature in question. As a result, the subject 
matter of said claim is not clearly defined (PCT Article 
6) . 

2.2. Conventional stapling devices have two limbs that are 
movable in relation to each other and joined by a hinge. 
The limbs are formed by a stapling unit and a mounting 
supporting an anvil (cf . the application: stapling unit 
201, anvil 208, mounting 202; cf . Dl : handle 15, anvil 
portion 14, base 10) . 

2.3. Page 9 (lines 4-5 and 14-15) of the description and 
figure 1 show that the mounting according to the invention 
differs from the mounting of the stapling device mentioned 
in 2.2 in that the mounting according to the invention can 
be attached to the mounting according to 2.2. 

2.4. Hereinafter, the report will proceed from the 
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interpretation of the term "mounting" according to the 
application. 

3«1. Document Dl is regarded as the prior art closest to 
the subject matter of claim 1. Said document discloses 
(taking into consideration the objections with respect to 
clarity indicated above) : 

a device for positioning a plurality of pages for a 
stapling device, the stapling device having a mounting 
(10) , and the device having a paper stop (20) held by the 
mounting and a displacement mechanism for displacing the 
paper stop. 

3.2. Therefore, the subject matter of claim 1 differs from 
the known stapling device in that the device has a 
mounting that can be attached to the stapling device, and 
in that the displacement mechanism is designed such that 
the paper stop can be displaced with respect to said 
mounting. 



3.3. Therefore, the problem to be solved by the present 
invention can be regarded as that of rendering the known 
stapling device user-friendly and flexible. 

3.4. The solution to the problem of interest as proposed 
in claim 1 of the present application involves an 
inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)) for the following 
reasons: flexibility can be achieved through modularity, 
whereby the displacement mechanism is not arranged on the 
stapling device. 

None of the prior art documents renders such a solution 
obvious . 

3.5. Claims 2-10 are dependent on claim 1 and therefore 
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likewise meet the PCT requirements for novelty and 
inventive step. 
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